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where the trade goes!
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...for metals, welding supplies, tools & workwear

Footwear

Snickers & Dickies
Available ‘off the peg’

Workwear

Welding Supplies
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Armitage Works, Sandbeck Way
Wetherby LS22 7DN

Open Weekdays 8:30am to 5pm (4:30pm Friday) & Saturday 9am-1pm
To speak to one of our friendly members of staff...
Tel: 01937 534318

Harrogate's Premier
Stockist of large Diamonds
and pre-owned Jewellery

Montpellier Antiques
12 Montpellier Mews,
Harrogate, HG1 2TQ
www.montpellierantiques.co.uk
Tel: 01423 538484

Specialists in Vintage and
pre-owned wrist and
pockets watches

Part exchange, Sale on
commission and Immediate
payment always available

National Association
of Goldsmiths Member
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As bullion dealers
we wish to purchase
any unwanted gold,

jewellery & silver
Est.1979

RETRO

The way we were:
how historic pubs
survived the times

What makes a good pub?
The simple answer is many 
things, of course. But tastes 
change and our oldest pubs 
have changed, too, in order to 
survive. 

Yesterday’s ‘yuppie’ wine 
bar is today’s hipster-filled 
temple to craft beer and real 
ale.

That modern-looking bar 
was once a coaching house 
for weary travellers taking a 
break  in the days before cars.

This week’s Retro feature 
in our nostalgia series focus-
es on some of the oldest pubs 
in Harrogate and Knaresbor-
ough.

The photographs on these 
pages show how a few of  the 
most popular old hostel     ries 
have changed over the dec-
ades and centuries.

In researching these well-
known watering holes, this 
article was aided by a new 
book by historical author 
Paul Chrystal.

Published by Amberley 
Publishing, Harrogate Pubs 
Including Knaresborough in-
cludes a fascinating selection 
of photographs and informa-
tive text. Author of more than 
50 books, Paul traces the his-
tory of pubs in our area back 
to the earliest days.

Harrogate’s oldest surviv-

ing pub is probably the Hales 
Bar on Crescent Road.

It, too, was one of the first 
inns in Harrogate, built to 
cater for spa visitors after 
sulphur wells were first estab-
lished in the mid-18th century.

Rebuilt around 1827 when 
it was known as The Prome-
nade Inn, it later changed its 
name to Hales Bar.

But its past has not left it 
for sulphur springs still flow 
beneath the cellar.

Back in the 18th century, 

the long-gone Dragon Hotel 
on Skipton Road in Harrogate 
was one of four principal inns 
in Harrogate along with the 
Granby, the Queen’s Head and 
the Salutation.

Named after one of Charles 
II’s racehorses, it first opened 
on Skipton Road around 1700 
but would be demolished by 
1850 when its ruins were bas-
tardised for the building of 
Grove House where million-
aire industrialist Samson Fox 
was to live.

One of Knaresborough’s 
most historic pubs also has 
its roots in the district’s spa 
heritage

Mother Shipton’s Inn, at 
the bottom of the Nidd gorge at 
the Calcutt end of Low Bridge 
near the famous Mother Ship-
ton’s cave, was called The 
Dropping Well Inn for many 
years. It’s name originated 
with the magical spa waters 
which were first recorded in 
1538 but whose history goes all 
the way back to 1538.

The Worlds End pub in Knaresborough in the 19th century.

The Worlds End pub at Bond End in Knaresborough today. Mother Shipton’s Inn in Knaresborough when it was  know as The Dropping Well.

The Hales Bar on Crescent Road  in Harrogate today and, inset, Harrogate Civic Society’s plaque to the Hales Bar.

The Dragon Hotel on Skipton Road in Harrogate in the 19th century.                                                                                        Pictures courtesy of  Harrogate Pubs Including Knaresborough, published by Amberley Publishing

Mother Shipton Inn at Low Bridge in Knaresborough as it looks today.

Nostalgia:  Paul Chrystal’s fascinating new book Harrogate Pubs Including Knaresborough

The Half Moon pub at Abbey Road in Knaresborough more than a 100 years ago.

By graham Chalmers
graham.chalmers@jpress.co.uk
news@harrogateadvertiser
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Have your say on the big stories
Like us on Facebook and speak out
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