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A New book chronicling the 
history of Leeds and looking in 
detail at its city centre, contains 
a number of hitherto unseen 
pictures.

Central Leeds Through Time 
is a picture-led journey down 
the ages, from the earliest 
mention of the town of ‘Loidis’, 
in AD731, when the region 
was part of the Kingdom of 
Northumbria.

Leodis is also mentioned in 
the Doomsday Book in 1086, 
although it was still a small 
town at that time, the name 
possibly meaning ‘people of the 
flowing river’.

However, when the town 
gained its first charter in 1207, a 
new street was created by then 
Lord of the Manor Maurice 
de Gant. The street was called 
Brigg Gata, the word ‘brigg’ 
coming from the Old english 
‘brycg’, for bridge, while ‘gata’ 
was derived from the Old Norse 
for ‘way’ or ‘street’. Over the 

years, the two words became 
‘Briggate’.

Up to the 17th century, 
the town had a population 
of under 10,000, however, 
this grew rapidly - expanding 
threefold in less than a century 
- thanks to the Industrial 
Revolution and burgeoning 
still further thanks to 
infrastructure projects like 
The Leeds Liverpool Canal, so 
that by 1841, its population had 
soared to 88,000. Indeed, by 
that time, some commentators 
were describing the city as a 
‘miniature London’.

The book is split into 
sections, with headings such 
as ‘people’, ‘work’, ‘streets’ and 
‘transport’.

One of the pictures (below) 
was taken in 1907 and shows 
the old home of the ‘Ancient 
Order of Foresters’, looking 
toward the south side of 
Kirkgate from Old Crown Yard 
to wharf Street. 

There was also a medical 
botanist adjacent and a noted 
tripe shop, all of which were 
demolished in 1935.

The Ancient Order of 
Foresters, meanwhile, dates 
back to 1790 and was one of a 
number of mutual societies 
formed at that time with the 
aim of helping people in need. 
In 1837, almost 300 people were 
members in Leeds - for many, it 
was a form of insurance, in case 
they lost their jobs or otherwise 
fell on hard times.

Another of the pictures 
(above), shows bomb damage 

to a Leeds house during the 
Second world war.

Remarkably, the semi-
detached house was practically 
chopped in two by the blast, 
which occurred on September 
22, 1941 in a cul-de-sac of Cliff 
Road.

Other pictures also allow 
a fascinating insight into the 
city’s past, such as the image 
of the old four and five-storey 
timbered Georgian buildings 

which once lined New Briggate 
but which were torn town in 
the 1960s and 1970s to make 
way for the inner ring road, and 
which today would no doubt 
be considered a great asset to 
the city.

One of the more amusing 
pictures is the famous ‘Bread 
Arch’ of 1894, which was built 
to mark a visit by the Duke and 
Duchess of York (the future 
King George and Queen Mary). 
The arch weighed five tons 
and was made entirely from 
bread, which was fine for a 
while, until it rained and the 
whole thing became a great big 
soppy mess, which ended up 
attracting rats.

There are also pictures of the 
construction and destruction 
of Quarry Hill flats, built in 1938 
to accommodate 3,000 people, 
and pulled down in 1978.

■■ Central Leeds Through Time 
(Amerberly Publishing), £14.99: 
www.amberley-books.com/
central-leeds-through-time.
html

HALF AWAY HOUSE: This poignant image was taken in September 1941 in Cliff Road and shows one half of a semi-detached house completely destroyed by bomb damage

OLD ORDER: The Ancient Order of Foresters in Leeds in 1907

New book looks at Leeds 
down the centuries

eMAiL: eped@ypn.co.uk

New Book



15Saturday, September 17, 2016    www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk Yorkshire evening Post

  @LeedsNews     yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk 15features

When Quarry Hill flats were built in 1938, they were hailed as a new way of living but just 40 years later, they were considered out of date and were torn down. This 
picture shows the flats partially demolished, with workers stood below the old archway entrance +PICTURE COURTESY OF PETER MITCHELL

Making a stand

Leeds cinema 
fined for 
violations
ON THIS day 70 years ago, 
cinema bosses were hauled 
before court after police found 
them breaking a number of 
bylaws.

The Victory Cinema, Camp 
Road, Leeds, occupied by 
Bickler’s Cinema Ltd, was the 
subject of six summons and 
manager Harry Bickler was 
summoned for aiding and 
abetting.

The court heard that on July 
30 police found a number of 
provisions in the Cinema Act 
were being flouted, namely 
that children as young as six 
were admitted to an ‘A’ film 
(Hotel Berlin). Another charge 
was that the fireman, Alfred 
Ibbetson, did not arrive half an 
hour before the performance, 
nor remain for half an hour 
after. Attendant Fred Charlotte 
began duty without his 
uniform, there was no licence 
posted and the lavaroties were 
said to be in a foul condition.

Bickler’s cinema chain was 
fined £35, Harry Bickler £26, 
Alfred Ibbetson £2 and Fred 
Charlotte £1.

I wAS very interested as usual 
in Mike Harwood’s story of 
Kirkstall life. I am 73 years 
old and can’t ever recall the 
fountain at Kirkstall ever 
working but there are some 
other details also worthy of 
mention.

At the corner of Bridge 
Road and Abbey Road, i.e. to 
the left of the contain, was a 
public loo (gents only), now 
long demolished. To the right 
of the fountain was a series of 
stone buildings - a mortuary, 
a police station (is it’s doorway 
still there?) and a public library, 
which I recall was upstairs, 
above the police station.

That building was 
condemned as unsafe in the 
1950s and another library 
opened in a wooden hut across 
the road to the left of the corner 
Abbey Cinema, which is now 
just a grassed area.

In my lifetime, Savin’s 
Mill was Henry Jenkinson’s 
Print works, quite a large 
organisation which made 
cartons and even some bank 
notes for come Commonwealth 
countries.

The company was taken 
over by John waddington 

and renamed waddington’s 
Kirkstall.

My family connection to 
Kirkstall goes back over 100 
years, with my great grandad 
Greaves being the engine man 
at Kirkstall Brewery. when 
he died in 1931, my grandad 
took over and moved into the 
‘tied cottage’ that went with 
the job - a small house on the 
Broad Lane side of the brewery 
at No.18. It had a living room, 
cellar, one bedroom, attic, 
which my mother occupied as a 
girl (accessed via the bedroom) 
and no bathroom. The outside 
wC was round the corner on 

the road way that now leads to 
student accommodation.

My grandad moved aged 70 
in 1956, when the house was 
demolished.

Right at the bottom of the 
road, near the canal, was an 
old house occupied by a family 
called Kelly. It had no mains 
drainage and Leeds Council 
used to have to send a special 
wagon to come and empty the 
dry toilet.

D s Boyes, Upper Rodley Lane, 
Leeds

Engine man’s house was 
demolished in 1956
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FONT OF KNOWLEDGE: The old fountain which stands at Kirkstall
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