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Author Paul Chrystal with his new book The Seaforth Highlanders: Aiding the King, 1881-1961.
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The experiences of a Hartle-
pool Second World War vet-
eran captured at Dunkirk has
proved the inspiration for a
new book.

Eric Priest, from West
Hartlepool, features in The
Seaforth Highlanders: Aiding
theKing,1881-1961 by military
historian Paul Chrystal.

Paul has a personal con-
nection to Eric, being his
nephew, and was inspired
to write the book after Eric’s
granddaughters present-
ed Paul with a suitcase full
of personal letters, photo-
graphs, postcards and tele-
grams.

"Tthought ‘there’s certain-
ly a book there’”, said Paul,
70, who has written approx-
imately 200 books since he
retired.

He added: "There’s stuff
from his time in India which
is quite interesting. It’s all
first-hand material that’s
never been seen outside the
family.”

Ericservedinthe Seaforth
Highlanders, a line infantry
regiment, from 1925 to 1945,
including on the North West
Frontier in India, and lat-
er in the Battle of France at
Dunkirk early in the Second

Eric Priest spent five yearsina German prisoner of war camp.

World War.

Paul said: “He wasn’t for-
tunateenoughtobeoneofthe
thousandsoftroopsthat were
lifted from the beaches.

"Hisregiment was further
west at St Valery-en-Caux.
Theirjobwastotrytohold off
the German tank regiments
fromgetting tothe evacuation
beaches at Dunkirk.

"The Germans surround-
ed them and over a thousand
men were taken prisoner.”

Eric, a father of two mar-
ried to Florence, who lived in
Weldeck Road, Hartlepool,
spent the rest of the war in
a German prisoner of war
camp when he was forced to
work in mines.

It left him with adamaged
spine and chest conditions

for therest of hislife. He died
inthe early 1980s.

Paul, of York, added: “It’s
quite a tragic story. I can re-
member going to visit him in
Hartlepool.

"He didn’t talk about it
very much. Like many of his
comrades it was something,
by and large, they kept to
themselves.”

Paul’s book is also a com-
prehensive history of the
Seaforth Highlanders from
itsformation inthe 19th cen-
turytoitsamalgamationinto
the Queen’s Own Highland-
ersini1961.

The Seaforth Highlanders,
published by Pen & Sword, is
outnowwitharecommended
retail price of £29.99.Itisalso
available on Kindle for £14.99.

Fines
issued

A man convicted of fly-
tipping household waste
isnowmorethan £600out
of pocket.

Roma Iordan, 27, of
York Road, Hartlepool,
was found guilty in his ab-
sence of committing the
offence in the town’s Dent
Street on October 7 last
year.

Prosecuted by Hartle-
pool Borough Council un-
der the Environmental
Protection Act,Iordanwas
ordered at Teesside Magis-
trates’ Court to pay a £220
fine, £88 victim surcharge
and £300 costs.

The £608 total must be
paid by June 3.

In a separate prosecu-
tion by the council on the
same day under the same
act, EmmaDurge admitted
illegally discarding a ciga-
retteinthetown’s Victoria
Road on September 10.

Durge, 38, of Green-
wood Road, Hartlepool,
was present in court as
she was ordered to pay a
£70 fine, £30 victim sur-
charge and £100 costs.

Conservatives
lose councillor

AHartlepool councillor has
defected from the Conserva-
tives to Reform UK.

ClIr Rob Darby, who rep-
resents the Hart ward on
Hartlepool Borough Coun-
cil, said he feels the party has
“lefthim"and “feelslet down
bysomanybroken promises”.

He becomes Reform
UK’s second councillor
in Hartlepool follow-
ing the election of £
AmandaNapperin
aThrostonby-elec-
tionlast week.

Her win saw the
party take the seat
previously held by La-
bour’s Cameron Sharp who
stood down.

ClIr Darbysaid: “Iamjoin-
ing Reform because it is the
only party in touch with the
British public on the biggest
issues facing the country,
such as immigration, crime,
and Labour’s shameless at-
tacksonpensionerswithcuts
tothewinter fuel allowance.”

He hasrepresented Hart
Ward on the council since

2024.andhad previouslybeen
alongstanding Conservative.

Cllr Darby added: “We
need real change. I think La-
bour and the Conservatives
havebecomethesamething-
highimmigration, hightaxes,
high energy bills because of
net zero.

"Only Reform will bring

somecommonsenseand
Icandoabetterjob of
representing my
. residentsinaparty
peoplebelievein.”

He and Cllr
Napper have
formed a Reform UK
group on Hartlepool
Borough Council.

A Reform UK spokesper-
son said: “We welcome any-
onewhosharesourvisionfor
integrity, accountability, and
meaningful changetojoinus.”

It means the Conserva-
tives now have five members
on the council, which is also
made up of 22 Labour, six in-
dependents, one Independ-
ent Unionrepresentativeand
two Reform UK.
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